Jenchieh Hung and Kulthida Songkittipakdee of HAS Design and Research at SoA+D
Seminar Carnival 2025

https://youtu.be/ImACdZ0_hdE?si=v6dngkv79ZJ7PAXG
Tracing Back to the Past: The Journey of HAS Design and Research
"In a world full of possibilities, where will architecture take you?"

The SoA+D Seminar Carnival 2025 welcomed HAS Design and Research principal architects
Jenchieh Hung and Kulthida Songkittipakdee to explore this thought-provoking question with
students. Kulthida Songkittipakdee and Jenchieh Hung shared insights from their
professional experiences across Thailand, France, Taiwan, and China. The discussion traced
their evolving journey as architects, highlighting how education, thesis projects, and professional
practice shaped their careers.

Human-Friendly Spaces and Nature-Inspired Design

A central theme of the seminar was human-friendly spaces and nature-inspired design. The
speakers emphasized the importance of integrating natural elements into urban spaces. Their
work bridges traditional and contemporary architecture, creating sustainable, community-driven
design solutions that remain functional and culturally relevant. A strong emphasis is placed on
research as a foundation for their design philosophy. Their past work primarily focused on
large-scale urban projects and cultural institutions. These experiences provided them with a
deep understanding of different architectural scales, the integration of technology in design, and
the importance of blending tradition with modernity. HAS Design and Research examines the
city as an evolving organism, where historical layers interact with contemporary interventions.

Educational Experiences and Professional Development

The speakers reflected on their transition from academia to professional practice in leading
architectural firms. They highlighted how patience, attention to detail, and evolving design
philosophies shaped their careers. The development of teamwork, communication, and
leadership skills proved essential for managing complex projects, contributing significantly to
their professional growth.

Continuous Learning and Adaptability

The speakers emphasized that lifelong learning and adaptability are crucial in architecture. They
encouraged young architects to embrace diverse experiences, remain curious, and build
resilience. They stressed the importance of weaving personal identity into professional work
while maintaining a long-term commitment to growth.

Personal Sacrifices and the Integration of Work and Life

The discussion also addressed the dedication required in architectural careers, from in-depth
research projects to rigorous design studies. Rather than perceiving these commitments as
burdens, they advocated for integrating work with personal passion, fostering a fulfilling and
meaningful engagement with architecture.



Concluding Remarks and Q&A Session

The seminar concluded with a Q&A session, where attendees questioned various themes,
including cultural differences in architectural practices and strategies for maintaining creative
freedom within industry constraints. The speakers' answers reflected the importance of
adaptability and personal growth through diverse experiences. The discussions advocated for
exploration, passion, and community engagement as central themes in the development of
future architects. A key message was that success in this field requires passion, persistence,
and adaptability. Working attitude and philosophy of HAS Design and Research maintains a
collaborative and interdisciplinary approach. Their key working principles include curiosity-driven
design that continuously explores new materials, techniques, and methodologies, contextual
sensitivity, which ensures that every project harmonizes with its surroundings, innovation, and
experimentation that challenge conventional norms and push design boundaries.

Speakers Profile

Jenchieh Hung and Kulthida Songkittipakdee founded HAS design and research in Bangkok
and Shanghai. With a diverse portfolio of completed projects in Thailand and China, the studio
has become one of the most significant and innovative players among Thai and Asian
architects. Their recent works include the Aluminum Grotto and Public Ground in Greater
Bangkok—architectural designs that blend traditional and natural forms, creating cavernous
spaces that evoke the natural world within a bustling urban environment. They have also
contributed to various public buildings, such as the Simple Art Museum and the Museum of
Modern Aluminum Thailand, as well as The Glade Bookstore, located in both Thailand and
China. The work of architects Jenchieh Hung and Kulthida Songkittipakdee has garnered
international attention, appearing in prominent publications like Architectural Record, Wallpaper,
Images Publishing, Domus, Architectural Digest, SPACE, and Dezeen, among others.

Hung And Songkittipakdee (HAS) have built an international reputation through their successful
competition entries, with their work distinguished by a synthesis of form, pattern, material, and
technology, resulting in singular, irreducible constructions. Their innovative approach has earned
them numerous awards, including the France Créateurs Design Award, the Russian Golden
Trezzini Award, the US Interior Design Magazine Best of Year Award, the Thailand Thematic
Pavilion of the Year Award at The Association of Siamese Architects under Royal Patronage
Exposition, the Australia INDE Award, the Wallpaper Architects’ Directory, the Thailand Prestige
Award, and the Designer of the Year Award. In addition to their design practice, Jenchieh Hung
and Kulthida Songkittipakdee serve as visiting professors at Tongji University, Chulalongkorn
University, King Mongkut's University of Technology Thonburi, Chung Hua University, and
adjunct professors at Donghua University.

Meanwhile, Jenchieh Hung and Kulthida Songkittipakdee are widely regarded for their influential
contributions to the architectural world. Known not only for their cutting-edge designs but also
for their role in shaping the future of architectural thought, they have made significant impacts
through both teaching and curatorial work. In 2023, Jenchieh Hung was appointed as the
exhibition chairman and principal curator of The Association of Siamese Architects under Royal



Patronage — ASA in Thailand, curating the Infinity Ground Architecture Exhibition at the
Bangkok Art and Culture Centre (BACC) and the Collective Language — Asian Contemporary
Architecture Exhibition at the IMPACT Arena Exhibition and Convention Center. Additionally,
Kulthida Songkittipakdee was appointed as the chairman of the ASA Architect Expo, curating
Thailand’s most important international architectural venue, which showcases materials, culture,
design, architectural exhibitions, and education at the IMPACT Arena Exhibition and Convention
Center in 2024. She also serves as the public relations director of The Association of Siamese
Architects under Royal Patronage — ASA, and the guest editor of the Journal of the Architects
Regional Council Asia — ARCASIA with Jenchieh Hung.
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